









































































































































































































































































































Disagree	 Neutral	 Agree	 Strongly	
agree	
1	 	 	 1	 67	 88	
2	 	 1	 1	 61	 95	
3	 	 	 2	 61	 95	
4	 	 1	 5	 76	 76	
5	 	 2	 19	 85	 50	
6	 1	 2	 14	 66	 75	
7	 1	 2	 30	 88	 37	
	
CONCLUSIONS	AND	FUTURE	PLANS	
	 	 One	of	the	palpable	sentiments	threaded	through	the	independent	reflections	is	the	
sense	of	fulfilment	experienced	by	all	the	team	members	as	a	result	of	their	joint	success.	
This	was	evident	in	their	personal	satisfaction	with	the	excellent	working	relationship	that	
developed,	the	digital	product	itself,	the	positive	feedback	from	users,	and	the	presentation	
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by	the	student	and	staff	joint	team,	which	won	the	prize	for	the	best	presentation	at	the	
ninth	University	of	Glasgow	Learning	&	Teaching	Conference.	It	was	enlightening	for	the	
staff	members	to	see	the	perspective	of	the	students	in	the	package	design,	but	also	an	eye-
opener	for	the	students	about	academic	life	and	the	effort	that	is	required	to	produce	
effective	teaching	materials.	
	 	 The	reflections	from	the	various	stakeholders	in	this	SSM,	based	on	co-creation	of	
digital	teaching	materials,	speak	for	themselves.	The	comments	by	authors	quoted	in	the	
introduction	to	this	paper	about	active	student	engagement	in	co-creation	(McCulloch,	
2009;	Bovill	et	al.,	2011)	came	to	life	during	the	six-month	project,	and	the	possibility	of	
breaking	down	traditional	student-staff	boundaries	to	share	expertise	and	insight	into	
development	of	learning	tools	was	fully	realised.	In	addition	to	the	valuable	learning	and	
experience	gained	by	both	student	and	staff	partners,	an	excellent	digital	learning	resource	
has	been	created	by	students	for	students.	The	quality	assurance	built	into	the	process	has	
resulted	in	a	package	that	has	been	incorporated	directly	into	our	flipped	classroom	model	
for	pre-clinical	skills	teaching	(Crothers	et	al.,	2017).		
	 	 There	were,	not	surprisingly,	some	challenges	that	needed	to	be	addressed.	The	
issue	of	scoping	the	work	in	relation	to	the	time	available	was	a	particular	problem,	but	
guidance	from	the	staff	members	ensured	that	aims	were	achievable.	Even	so,	the	students	
expended	considerable	effort	in	their	free	time	to	ensure	completion,	a	mark	of	their	
commendable	enthusiasm	and	drive.		
	 	 Following	the	success	of	this	first	year	of	the	e-learning	SSM,	it	has	been	continued	
for	a	second	year.	Once	again,	the	student-staff	working	relationships	have	matured	swiftly	
to	result	in	the	completion	of	two	further	e-learning	packages.	On	the	basis	of	experience	
gained,	groups	will	be	limited	to	a	maximum	of	two	student	partners	per	project	in	future	
years,	since	this	seems	to	result	in	a	better	working	dynamic	than	groups	of	three	student	
partners.		
We	have	been	extremely	fortunate	that	the	students	who	have	chosen	this	SSM	to	
date	have	been	exceptionally	well	motivated	and	engaged	and	respond	well	to	the	inclusive	
and	welcoming	behaviours	of	the	staff	involved.	It	is	clear	that	the	students	who	opt	for	this	
SSM	greatly	value	the	freedom	and	autonomy	it	provides	within	the	setting	of	a	clinical	
programme.	The	SSM	is	now	a	permanently	embedded	element	of	the	curriculum	and	we	
look	forward	to	continued	success	with	this	model	of	co-creating	teaching	materials	for	the	
BDS	course.	The	success	of	the	SSM	is	evidence	that	given	the	right	circumstances,	co-
production	partnerships	have	a	place	in	professional	degree	programmes.	
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